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Quel, 1. Hat think you of the Sibyls wri- 
tings; To which we‘ add for 
the Affinity of the ergumert, 
whether Virgil means the Son 
of Pollio ia bis Ultima Cu- 

mpi, Se 7 é 

Anfw. Wehave had fome occafion to mention the 
Sibyls formerly, but never, we think, have yet dii- 
cours’d of’em with that accuracy the fubject requires; 
and therefore fhall here refume the argument, and fair- 
iy produce what we find moft ftrongly urg‘d  cither 
r or againft ‘em, by Vendalz, or others. 

The general account given of thefe Sibyls books by 

Suetonius, Dion Falicarn: and other Heathens, is, that 

Augufius made a Colleétion of ’em and upon a ftrict Ex- 

amination of what were authentick, laid ‘em up in 

Apollo's Temple; where at firft they had but tivo, af- 

ter that Ten, at laft fifteen Guardians, who by the 

Decree of the fenate confulted “em on any extraordi- 

nary occafions. 

Now to thefe books do almoft all the asgcient 
Chriftian Apologifts frequently appeal, as containing 
clear propheczes of our Saviour, that he fhou‘d be Jorn of 
a Virgin, work miracles, fuffer Death rife again, Ge. 
Some reje€t all thele, as pious Frauds of the ChrtAians, 
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or impious cheats of theHcathen; and of this opinion is 
Vendale, and many others. And hrf, thev ask hew the 
Chrifliaxs thou‘ come by any of thefe writings,they be- 
ing fo facredly fhut up in the Captiol, and the Reading 
of fem on pain of Death interdited to the very Hea- 
thens, Secondly, they fay that Zul), who was an Augur 
himfelt, did not believe em, but complains of their 
ob{curity and uncertainty, and {peaks on’t as if he 
thought It all aick of fate, which Vandale makes 
much ufe of, and-carrys as far as "twill go. Thirdly, 
that the way of writing in which they are senerally 
irded. that of Acroflick verfes, feems to be a work of 
lime and Labour, not the effeet of a divine Fu- 
udden Jncitatiun, to which may be added (tho 
contrary to Tulys’s objection the Plainne/s and evidence 
tfome of ’em, being clearer then any in the Bible, 
ticularly that where the very <Acrofticls foretel, 
“ Telus Chrift, born of a Virgin, &ec. and feveral quoted 
by Ladantius, Lib. 4. de vera Saptentia, p. 200. not only 
relating his miracles in general, Nekp a! Sle avaSAaciIS 


ESXiy dc. 


“ The Dead fhall rife, the lame their feet fhall find, 
His word, as once toth’ World, gives Light totb’ blind. 
The Dumb foall fpeak, &c. 


But yet further, plainly and exa@tly, as in a Fliftory, 
relating the very particular miraucs, with the molt 
exaét and minute circumftances, as that of the 5 loaves 
m tke fame page of Latantius. 
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“IP ith two On} Fitles, and five Loaves of Bread 

“¢ Five thoujand men in Defarts {hall be fed. 

© While ev'n the frazinents of this wondrous ftore 

“ Fill rwelve capacious Baskets jr she poor. 

Which verfes, tho they appear plain enough even 7 
the Tranflationy yet he that reads ‘em in the origin 
wou'd be very hardly perfwaded that their author had 
Rotread the Hiftory of that miracle, in the a 
which he here feers to have done little more then 
oft all the very lame 


trenlcribe, haying made ule of alme 
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sithtandine whi rofl Ey ALES teed BBE 
Withitanaing, which, Veffias aad other very learned 
ss 


men dre of opinioa that ’tis not prudent or juft to re- 

et alithe Prophecies that run ia their names, becaufe 
j | i Cd, Kel UG 
perhaps fome ad lav ave been made to ent 
Which was not inthe original; which indeed wou‘d b 
Mich the fame as itwe fhould reject all Jgmatins’s Epi- 
Pes beca me of ‘emare contelfedly tpurious, and 
others {0 interpolated, that, twere nor eafly to diftin- 
guith the falle’ from the genuine;! In which tho we 
etant a difficulty, yer there's no impoffibility, nay it 


has been agtually done, by comparifon of ftyles, anci- 
+ ‘ec . 1 ‘ i, ee : { - 
ent MSS. and other fuch methods, well known to the 


learned Worll, For ft fems not modeft to fuppofe 
all the Fax .4 im] al pon in all thole 
verfes which the Mihdas the Séyls, and “tis yer 
worfe to thin woud forge fem themtelves and im- 
pole ‘em vpon others. Lut Clemens Alexandrinus, Fuflin 
Martyr, Tertullitn, Ladaniaus Theophilus Autiockenus, 


Origen, atul, we believe, all the spologifis, do unani- 
moutly quote thele writings, aud conftantly appeal to 
the Heathen for the Truth and fiecerity of their Quota- 
tions, which fitre they had not fo little fence to do, if 
they had known they might eauly have been confuted 


by producing the copys they had in their han 
for the objeétions ; How came the Clviflias by thele 
wr itings?W hich is much intifted on by fome perions, tho 
we think to very litile purpole; For fuppol the Englifd 
Protestants can‘t tell how they came firlt by their Bills, 
nay ’tis flilla great doxét who ficft planted Cbriffiani- 
ty it felfin this Kingdom, will ic thence follow thak 
we have no Chriftianity, or no bibles? ‘Twill be 
enough therefore to anfwer here that if we are fue 
of Fat, ‘tis no great matter for the modus: And that 
we are, or elf we make all the Fathers Fools or 
Kraves. Thus Fuflin Martyr, at the fame time that 
he ownsthe Silyls books were prohibited to the Vulga 
by the Heathens, (as the Bible by the Ppiils) which 
he attributes to the fubtlety of the Devils, lef they 
fhrou'd therein fod out the falfefhood ot their own 
Religion, yet openly profefles “ that the Cbriftiaus 
“had ‘ent among ‘em without fear, and otfer‘d ‘em to 
the fight of rhe Heathens. Apol. 2. p. 64. and agaia 
“ affirms that the reafon of their prohibition, was 
“that men might be hinder’d from the Anciwledge o 
good things, and ftill remain flaves to ignorance and Ere 
ror. And that thefe Sibyls Books did really diferve the 
Pagan Religion, is plain by thofe Which Plutarch ays 
were found in a Cheft at Rome, and immediately 
burnt at the command of the Augurs,becaule they were 
prejudicial te theReligion of theRomans,which muft be 
the morfhip of one God, and confufion of idolatry, the 
great End of Chriftianity, or fomething, of that nature: 
Becaule, if any new fuperSlitions Ceremonies, er Coeds, 
the Remans had ne’re been againft ‘em, who thought 
they cou‘d never be giutred with dilcoverys of that 
kind, but adopted, as their own, the Mols of all conquer'd 
Nations, Add to this weaknefs, that’s common to all 
or moft of the objettions brought againft thefe Books, 
that thofe objeétions centratigt one another, for # 
the “briftians cow’a notcome by “em, how coud they 
aduylrerate Sem? Tf they were obfture and uncertain; 
with what fhew of Reafon can we bring (heir plainnefs 
and Evidence as any prejudice again ‘em? But we fee 
pot fo much didiguity in she very fewndation of this 
Pe ae ape edjetiven, 
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toepins qvotes fein as well as Many ofthe ancients ; 
they were jpreat aver all Greece as well as Italy till 
gathered by Aagufius, who cou'd tcapce be fup osd [0 

both Copys and Originals, ‘lince the 


pct ell of “em, 7 
natural Car loity of learned men wou'd make ‘em will- 
pe to preferve Treafures of that kind, which were 
4 . " - ’ ey . 
then ithe bands of fo-many, as Faby witnefles. 
fo the fecond ebjettion againft thefe writings, 
‘hich is brought from feveral expreifions of i 
“who teem d to have known as much of cm as moit, 
end yet did fot lieve there was any thing in em; 
+} ee! . 


We se: that the contrary feems plain to us, that he 

Sy ve credit to ‘em, becaule ia his private 
: * : iween amd & is, Wh men ule 
iv mo trecly: he makes honoura- 
Ui. ; ‘em, nav thinks the pi ofanation of em 
a ere ce of Impiety. See his Ep. ad Lcatwsum@ 4. 
6. Phe chief plac produc strom sad, 1s that 
‘n relation to that famous Oracle from thet Books, 
snention’d by Gros, in hi Verisate and others, which 
was to th p Ppu.. tif NiO Wd> indeed Our 
* King, « LU OL Cai or owu'd our King, if we 
6 wes necte hafely, OV Styation. Upon this Thy, who 
fhews himfelf Republican enough in al} his primcipkes 
and writings, aad confequently hat | the name ofa 


’ 
ofe did who formerly sch ijten’d 


King as much as tl 


the X igs Berch, Oe. Wasvery angry with the} ricts, 
(as dered withthe wifemen) for bringing fuch a fid- 
lignant Text out ofthe fatal Books: Accordungly he ac 
ent wh. Crum antijtths acamus, Oc. Let u 
‘wrde: 1 f with the Officers, t! hey bring 
an r fl on } a King. 
T ‘ f that a King 
wus oF auto! thof Books, that there really was 
fncii 2 Crs ley but Tully fays, “ Agamus, Oe. Let us 
! te things io; i Gon the Prieffs meouies 5 let us 
efurure fee if we can fo deal with em that they 
Tr ry move j acles, to poyfon the opie 
Alonarciy. i this muft be hss meaning; 
ror thie kKinct undo what they had done already 5 
tho they meoht behindrcd ‘om confirming it by new 
Oracles, Sor can be fairly concluded from Tudys 
expicfhions, miy ti oft they san be flretcht to, 2 
iat 2< was of opinion the Priefts might be prevsila 
upon to difzmble a Truth which he fancy"d wor be 
injurious to the commonwealih, not that they had 
ever forg*d any uci rfes oc Oracle. Thohe need- 


ei net ro have ben (o much affraid, fince his King- 
dom, who was heze prophefy'd of, “ sas not of this 
World, But Tully further complains of the darkue/s 
and obfi urity of thofe Oracles . tho this contradiéts the 

and afr objétion made againft ‘em, their ex- 
tream pleinaefs and clearac%S, more like Hiffory then 
Prophecy; No, fay the Defpifers of thefe Prophejyings, 
“is rather an argument that the writings are not 
the fame but new were added by the Chrilfians in at- 
ter ages ; becaufe thofe in Tully's time were confefledly 
obfure, chefe,as notorioufly plain and olvious. In 
aniwer, Theyare plaia to us now, who have read the 
Hiftorys they fet forth,in all the 4 Evangeli/ts, bat tor 
all that, they might be obfcare enough to July, before 
they were ful"ll’d, and who was unacquainted with 
the Fewifh Bors and Learnieg. Befides ic may be 
granted that many things in thofe writings which pait 
unijer their names days of Tully, before they 
were exaniia‘d and weigh'd by the Senate in the time 
of Aggufiks, iniy ht be frivolous, or dark, and yet others 
which he never faw, and the Chriftians met with and 
appeal’d to, might be fufficiently plain, and evident, 
es indeed were others which he either pofitively men- 
tient, or fairly relates to; particularly, that of a King’s 
foing “into Egyps without an Army, which we know 
was literally fulfill‘d of Chrift, tho Tuly wreftsic to 
the fetling, of Ptolomy there, which was not clone with- 
out fare. And had we an exaét account of ail the 
(Paces Achiver*d out of thafe Books in the feveral ex- 
igencys Of the people, which were given out by Aes 
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facrM&8 in any exigencys of fiate, i: 


ther Priegjts, not the cheating Chriftians, ancjfame of 
‘em long before our Saviour came into the world, we 
are apt to believe there wou'd be four ! mai patiages 
much to the. Vindigation of the Fathers a: conmpirme- 


tity gf the:Chriftizn Religion, We may have the Li- 
petty. to gue at-one-or two anions, foreft. What 


can be mere vztural then to fuppofe i. ce frequent 
inftances of the Curtif, Decii, and whers, devoting 
themelves for taeir Country ; n2v, eve: their humane 
F oro-Boarto, 
might ali owe their original to fome tuch miftaken 
Oracke out of the Siivls Books ? as that of Catiphas in the 
‘yinvelifts.— “tis expedient. that one’ man fhou‘d 
dye torthe people. Bat even tor thofe,which are yet 
plainer, the Acr ofiics and others, mention‘d by July, as 
well 2s Chriftian writers, asthe curiotity of their com 
pofition feems no valid realon 2; ainit their being geno 
ine, or given by impiratioa, any more then ‘tweu‘d be 
againft leveral of Davi*s Pyaims, becaule writ much in 


the fune manner ; fe the exceeding’ plainnefS of fome 


of fein, particularly thofe we have quoted, does not, 
we think, amour to a demonftration againft ‘em, 
Pecaufe fevcral of rhole mighty works are alfo prophe- 
fd ofin the Old Jejtament, where ‘tis faid that in 
the times of the Mefhzk, the blind fhon‘d fee, the Lame 
fhou‘d walk, ce. And it fomethings were more evi- 
dently reveal‘d to the Gentiles in thefe writings, then 
even to the fems, what wonder, iince the wilemen had 
a ftar co conduét em to Chrift, which was more thea 
wasdone for bis own Countrymer, who had fo many 
and prophec iS, particularly Daniels we cks, and 
the Scepterts departingtrom Juda, to direét ‘em tothe 
Silo, aad vi (hab, if they had not wilfully harden’d 
themfclycs againtt him ¢ Whereas the Church was 
now to contift of Gentiles rather then Jews, and upon 
their reieétion, to be gathered out of the Heathen 
world. Add to thi ,the many pofitive challenges of the 
Apologijts, as before, who cou‘d not get in to the Ca- 
pitol to corrupt theie beoks, wherein Cel/us acknow- 
ledges were many things Blz/phemous, that is, contra 
tothe Religion of the Heathens, tho he couw‘d ne‘re 
fhow what was foifted in by them; and ‘twill not be 
difficul. co believe the Proteftation of La®antius, that 
they were taken out of Cicero, Varro ,and others lof the 
ancients, who died before Chrift was born: As for Vire 
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cil, he muft flay till another Mereury, 


Gobectifement. 


eT Here has been long preparing for the Preva,aaé 
will be publifhed about the middle of next 

) Term, Che Hiftorp of sit Reii- 
ions in the Cdiowd, from Adsm co chis 
‘Time, with their Subordinate Se&s and Suddivigfoxs, w 
2 parts, (the firft containing their Pheory, and the o- 
ther relating their Pradlices) each divided into Cbapters, 
by the feveral Heads, or common places of Divinity, 
viz. The Obje% of Religious VVorfbip , the Place , the 
Time, the Perfons Officiating, the Manner aud the parts 9 
Worlhip, &c. To which is added a Table of Herefies, . 
&c. asalioa Gaograpkical Map, fhewing in what Coun- 
trey each Religion is praétifed, By Wiliam Turner, 
M.A. and Vicar of Walberton in Suffex. Printed for 
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Fokn Dunton, at the Raven in fewen-ftreet. 


Uch Perfons as are willing to Buy or Sel Blank or 

benefit Tickets in theMélfion Lossery,may have ready 
mony for either, or be furnifhed with ejther, at the 
Mercury Office, at the Trinity-Afonfe in Finch-Lane, London, 
every cay, from 1 a Clock to 4 inthe Afternoon ; At 
tendance being given thoje 3 hours only. 
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